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| MATTHEW. 13.35. 
1 will open my month in Parables, and will vtter 


the thinges which haue beene kept ſecret from 
the foundation of the world. 
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To the Righe VVorſhipfull 
”-  Sir'eAnthonze-(fope, Knight, 

grace, mercie, _ peace bee 
multipled, 


< 


Ir,yourlouing acceptance of 6vr 
E former treatile,togerher with the 
F1 good ctitertainement which it 
do & hath found with many chriſtian 
vi 5 readers, hath' much encouraged 
/ EB vs to dedicate this allo to your 

Z Sat I8 favourable patronage. Wee are 
now more willing to make ſome work tor the preſle, 


” 


who knoweth-bur thiatothers(whom God hath gra- 
ced with far greater ſufficicncie) may bce ſtirred vp 
heereby,to publiſh ſome of their godly meditations: 
thatas their faithfull labours were formerly like pure 
fountairies, which did onely refreſh their particular 
congregations : ſo now, by meanes of printing,they 
may bee made like great and comfortable riuers, to 
water the whole land. 

And whereas we and our families haue plentiful- 
ly taſted of your goodneſfle and mercie, we thought 
it our bounden duties to manifeſt our vnfained 
thankefulneſle forthe ſame 3 that other Patrons may 

2" a be 


—_ - 


becauſe we haueno imployment in the pulpit. And 


= 


Thepitle Dedicatorie. | 
be motied by your ©*#itpie, to ſhew the like com: 
paſſion to their diſtreſſed Miniſters, that you have 
done to vs and ours, if our ſucceſſe fall out accor- 
ding to our hope, we purpoſe(by Gods affiſtance)to 
proceed further in this booke of the Proverbs,in the 
ſame methode whichis heere already begun,it other- 
wiſe : yetthis is our comfort,that it hath beene,and 
is our continuall care, and hearts deſire, to keepe a 
good conſcience,and to recompence our preſent (i- 
lence with the beſt ſcruice that we are able to per. 
forme vnto the Church. The God of all mercie and 
comfort, multiplie his gracious bleſſings vpon you 
more and more,and graunt all peace and proſperitie 
toall thoſe that faithfully loue and ſeeke, the peace of 
the Church,andthe proſperitic of the Goſpel, 


-—— 


Your worſhips in all Chriſtian 


duties to bee commaunded, 


John Dod, Robert Cleaner 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Pe PFER He wiedome of God, who beſt knoweth 
| EMeTY MANS affetton:, doth teſtifie, that 
Biuch as are full doe loath an hony Prou. 27.7; 
ez combe: but to them that are hung 
Y EUC124 Lites thinge hb Y 
DEECOME lweete. 


That which is very jo nie 

and deſired of the bell us ditafted of (3. 

SSXSED) as regard not inſiruttion : but that which 

is good at all, though meane, and deſpite 

ſedof the moſt, 1s ſanoury to ſuch as ſoundly ſeeks [aluation, The 
perſwaſion wereof hath encouraged vs to bring ferth owr promion, 
and to ſet before thee ſuth foods 25 God hath ini#/ed vs to prepare. 
We reſt aſſured of thy Chriſtian J-ne t owards vs, pronidence for 

thine owne ſoule, the chow wilt be more affefted with the matter of 
this treatiſe, being, as we hope,ſound, and without corruptio+ 1008 
offended wnh the manner thereof,being homely, and without elegan- 
Gee As in exponnding this Scripture to our owne flocks,we reſpetted 
the capacitie of our unlearned hearers, ſo in publiſhing the ſame to 
ethers,we tender the profit of the ſompleſt readers. And as for them 
that are in ticious,and Godly learned,wereſieme that their owng 
bunwledge, & the reading of tore excellent diſcourſes,will mmiſter 
wiſdome,to make their vſe of this ſlender norke, as this worke will 
fine them occaſion toeſteeme the better of more excellent diſconr- 
(er.We hane thought good te chooſe theſe two ( hapters to beginne 
mth,thouch almoſt in the middeſt of the booke that we might pro= 
poſe to thee a patterne of the expoſition of both ſorts of parables, 
a/well of ſuch as are ſet downe in forme of a treatiſe, and conti- 
aed diſcourſe,as of thoſe which are for the moſt part ſmgle ſenten- 

ces. If thou ſpalt indge,that there may be any fruit of theſe tranels, 

W 


ce 


2; o : 
»; | To the Chriſtian Reader. 
we are minded,if God will, to explicate the reſt but by parts, and 
at [ ugrall times, and nat all entt v4 ! ether. Now m reading of 
thi-,obſerue that the reaſons axd wes of the pointo are nt inferred 
wp9n the alleg at6owr,ur emplificarions immeaiately going be fore,but 
depend vp9n the propoſitions which are the dotirines raiſed cut of 
the ſenerall verſes : And 0 them are we compelled to enter ab- 
ruptly without any precedent mnrroduttiontodead 0: leaf we ſheuld 
either weary our ſelues m ſeeking varietie of preambles, or weariz 
thee with innumerable tautelogtes ana reperttions.In the printing, 
the pointing 11 ſunary places « miſplaced, which mreacing thor 
ſhalt eaſily finde,and we hopg w'tt 0107 1508 ejffs 


" +. ..» grant thee that grace which we can bt wiſh 
ar . bn 4 *Þ = - , 
TheS% the efficacie of his ſpirit worke un thine heart the wer. 


tue and power of this his holy word,which we can onely by tongs: 
and penne declare unto thee, 2 Amen, 


Y 


ERRATA, 
Olio 4.line 2.rcad profeſe,fol.s.1.34.read nouriture.fol.22.1,18.read 
deſcribing.tol.z3.1.23.rcad diſcourſc.fol, g8.1, g.rcal heart fol.n1t.pur 
out, doth, the firſt wardof the line, Other faulcs, friendly Reader, 
where thou findeſt any, fray thee fauorably beare with, 


A Learned and Fruitfull 


| Expoſition vpon the ninth 


Chapter of the Prouerbes | jog 
of Salomon. J | 


Proxerbs Cap g Ver.1. * | f 3'x 
re Wg His Chapter doth containe a briefe 
MNEINY recapitulation or ſummarie almoſt of 
od Y all the former eight Chapters : con. bs. 
25229 taining. Fuſt the holy nlirAions of WW. 4 
> Ty Wiſcdome,in the perſon of a Prin- | 

BY celle or great Lady making a ban- 
wiho719 quet. Secondly, the deceiueable and 
AXES n3S cntiſing flatteries of Sinfulneſle and 
Folly, in the perſon of a fmoth and guilefull harlot. 


Wiſedome hath built her houſe, &c. verſe,r, : o! 'f 


(Wiſedome or Wiſedomes ) viz. the molt abfolute and ſone- 
raigne Wiſedome, the Lord Ieſus Chniſt, whois the perfe& br” 
wiſedome of his father, (hath bwilt her houſe )that is the Church, alt 
which is ſo called, 1.7m,3-15. (and hewen ont her ſeamen pullars ) 11;Þ 
that is, hath moſt firmely founded, and perpetually ſapporteth 
It with his owne hand, which is more powerfull for it, than 
many pillars and buttreſſes are to ſuſtaine a materiall building, 
whereby alſo is intended that the Churches fafetic is accom- 
panied with beautie,as having pillars hewen out and polliſhed, 
and not made of rough ſtones without yn_ 


Wiſes 


DotRt.r, 


2 Progerbs.Chap,g Ver.1 
Wiſedome,cc. All true wiſedome is contained inthe holy 


. » 


domeis in 
Gods word, 


1,Cor.i, 


| 'Reaſons.r, 


though theſe be alſo there in fulnelle, but wiſedome in this cafe 
taketfi the firſt place, and ſhineth out in greateſt brightneſle : 
In regard whereof, the Apoſtle with a kind of inſultation,doth 
expoltulate with worldly wiſe men, where is the wile ? where is 
the Scribe ? hath not God made the wiſedome of this world fouliſh. 
neſſe ? that 1s, whatſocuer policie or reaſon doth compare avith 
the wiedome of the ſpirit, or is repugnantto it, or not ſan&i- 
fied by it, thatthe Lord in word reproucth, and in deede con. 
foundeth, 

Firſt, it overmatcheth and ouerthroweth all the craft of 
cunning men,and the ſubtiltie of Sathan himſelfe : for whatſy. 
euer plots or practiſes of miſchiefe hee hath ſeemed moſt to 
preuaile ir, haue alwayes turned to the ruineof his owne king. 
dome, and albeit he ſuggeit new temptations,and raiſe vp new 
errors, and deuiſe finnes of new faſhions, yet the Scriptures are 
- nag readily appointed with new arguments to repell 
them. 

Secondly, it is the fountaine, from whence is derived all 
ſound vederſtanding,without which no man can attaineto true 
wiſcdome : it ſharpeneth the wit of the moſt fillic and 1gno- 
rant, and addeth tothe knowledge of the moſt iudicious and 
learned. 

Reprofe of them that condemne Gods holy ordinances of 
folly, and be aſhamed of the praCtiſe and profeſſion of them : 
but as for the inuentions of fleſh and bloud,the ſayings of men 
and the painted ſhewes of humane wit, thoſe they haue in lugh 
admiration. 

InſtruRion,to renounce and put off our owne carnall reaſon, - 
and to be direfted onely by the commaundements and coun» 
ſels of God in the Scriptures. Chap. 3.5.6. 

Conſolation againſt the craftic La ofſubtile foxes,which 
goe about to circumuent poore ſimple and harmeleſle chriſti- 
ans : if wo can pray againſt their praiſes, as Daxid did,their 
purpoſes and counſels ſhalbe turned intofolly,as efehirophe!s 


WAS. 
Built 


Pronerbs, Chap.g. Vert, 3 


Built her houſe, &+c. Tt belongeth onely to Chriſt, both to Do®.2, | 
build and beautifie the Church, which cauſed Dax:d though he py _— is 
was king, and ſeemed to hauethe whole diſpoſing of the mat- zen y 

ter in his owne hand, yet to intreate the Lord to ſhew mercie to the Church, 
Zion and to build vp the wals of Jeruſalem : thatis,to prouide Plal.51.18, 
for the (afetic,increafe and good eſtate of the godly.If no man, 

no not Safomon bee able by his induſtrie to build an earthly ? fal 127.2, 
familie,much leſle can any ere& a Church whichis Gods ſp1- 

rituall habitation, and to this purpoſe tends all that is heere 

aſcribed to Wiſedome, her houſe, her pillars, her vittailes, her - 

"wine, her table, her maides : that is Chriſt his ſpirituall houſe, 
prote&tion,fealt, and meſſengers, for notwithſtanding the mi- 

niſters be men and not ſpirits, yet their function is ſpirnwall, 

and not humane. 

Firſt,hee alone hath the diſpoſing of the word, vouchſafing Reaſons, r. 
it to ſome and denying it to others, according to his owne G94 giues his 
will. P/at. 1477.1 9420. Secondly,no man,nor meanes can bee _ 
ſufficient to make ſufficient miniſters, vnleſle hee both furniſh ©," 
and ſend them forth,Rom.10.2 5. Thirdly, his ſpirit conuer- 
teth mens foules,and begetteth them to cuerlaſting life, and ſo 
they become ſtones of this building, for were not the word 
made mightie and effefuall by him, Sathan would keepe his 
hold againlt the preachers,and proude hearts would ncuer be 
brought into ſubic&tion, 2.Cor. 10.4.5. 

So far as wee wiſh well to the Church, let vs by prayers to Vſr, 
God procure the welfare thereof, as was praftiſed by Dan phal.:z,6; 
ell, Nehemiah, and others, notwithſtanding the great accompt 
they were in with. their Princes. 

Reproofe of Papilts and others that refiſtGod m his work, 2 
attempting to plucke downe that which hee hath ſet vp, as to 
hinder the increafe of Chriſtians, to ſtop the paſlage of the 
Golpell,and as much as in them is,to reſtraine the courſe of all 
Chriſtianitie, who as' they walke im the ſteps of their bro- 
ther Eliv>as,lo nay they looke tor thelike ſucceſſe with him. 
Att.13.10. 

Conſolation, that the caſe of the: Church were not defpe- 2 
rate, though it ſhould come to paſle, that men eyther durlit 
B.ij. nat. 


3 


Wa, 9.16. 


DoR.z. 
Chriſtans 
onely are in 
Gafety. 


Pal. 4, 


Reaſons, 
I 


2 


1,Kings,21, 


Pronerbs, Chap,g, Ver.t. 


not, or would not, or could not promote religion, or pro- 
tect ſuch as prouecs it: for Chriſt will not faile of his faithful. 
neſle,as hee 1s no way diſappointed of his help, for his ſuffici- 
encieis in himſelfc,:and the worke belongeth to himſelfe, and 
he will neuer deſiſt from it,vntill it be accompliſhed, 

Seaxen pittars. The belt way for good ſafetie is to become a 
faithfull Chriſtian, Of ſuch the Prophet ſpeaketh, P/al. 125. 
They that truſt in the Lord. ſhall be as mount Zion, which cannot 
be remoned,wicked men be like to chaffe or dull that hath no 
ſtabilitie, but is caſilie driven by the winde into puddles and 
all other filthie places, without any reſiſtance : Lut it is as eatie 
to ouerturne a great mountaine,as to ouerthrow the hope and 
good eſtate of the godly, 

Firſthis tender care1s continually watchfull for their ſafetie, 
as the eye and wings of the henne are alwayes ready to ſuccour 
her young ones, P/al. 91.4. and nearer are they to him, than 
the chickens to their damme, as beeing members of his owne 
body,and the very apple of his eye. Zach. 2. 8. 

Secondly, his power is alwaics exerciſed for their preſerua- 


tion, which was figured by the two braſen pillars in the Tem- 
ple, the one called Jachin, that is,the Lord will eſtabliſh, and 
the other Boaz, that is,in him is ſtrength:both theſe conioyned 
doe make the ſafetic of his ſeruants compleate, if he had pow- 
er, and not PPlyed it for our help, our caſe were nothing the 


better,if he ſhould ſet himſelfe to vphold vs and faile of pow- 
er, we could not ſtand,and therefore they were aſſured by theſe 
ſignes both of the one and the other. 
Thirdly, it concerneth him in equitie,to ſtand for his owne 
people, that haue caſt themſclues vpon him, and labour in 
is ſeruice, eſpecially he giuing warrantize for their ſafety, 
P/al. 91.4+ 

Obieft. But they are wronged and ſpoyled and ſometimes 
alſo killed. 

Anſwer, Gods prouidence doth not free vs from troubles, 
but preſerue vs in them, for then it is moſt ſeaſonable. Wiſe- 
dome did foreſce that there would bee aflaults, elſc why did 
ſhee make her caſtle ſo ſtrong ? But this is the happy —_—_— 

riſh- 


Prouerbs. Chap.g. Ver 2, 5 


Chriſtians, that though they bee perſecuted, yet they bee not 
forſaken : and though they bee laine, yet not ouercome;bee- 
cauſe the loue af God remayneth with them,and a bleſſed re- 
ward is prepared for them, 

Reproofe of fearetull perſons which have no courage for Ve, x, 's 
the truth, that dare not ſhew themſelues in any good cauſe, 13 
which may procure diſpleaſure, nor exerciſe thoſe ſeruices i bf 
which are neceſlary for their ſaluation. | 1 

Secondly, terrour for perſecutors and ſuch as oppoſe them. 2 ' 8 
ſelues againſt godly Chriſtians : they ſet themſclues to beate I 
downe Gods houſe vpon his head, to hew out the ſtones, and | 
dig downe the walles, to plucke downe the timber from off 
the roofe : and they imagine that there is neither difficultic 
nor danger in this attempt,but that they may eaſily and with 
impunitie effe& their purpoſe, But howſoeuer they eſteeme 
it a cottage that ſtandeth on rotten props, they ſhall finde it 
a caſtle that ſtandeth on mightie pillars : and if it ſtand, they 
ſhall fall. And looke how much ſafety is to the houſe & them 


neuer ſo many or mightie, yet doth it ſtand ſtill impregnable 
and inuincible : the gates of hell, that is, the power of all the Mar.r6.18, 
Diuels ſhall not prevaile againſt it. And ſuch is the ſafety of 
every particular C hriſtian,both for ſoule and body, for — Som 
ſtone could bee calt downe,the whole building might bee de- 


moliſhed. 
Shee hath killed her witailes, mingled her wine, Cc. vVerſe.2, 


Mention was made before of Wiſedomes houſe, and the 
ſtrength of itz and heere of her hoſpitalitic and houſe keeping iT 
in it; where heauenly things are repreſented by earthly, and "1-1 
the bountie and magnificence of the Lord, by the plentifull # 
proviſion of a liberall feaſt-maker. For the graces of his ſpi- 
rit by the miniſtery of the word, are compared to daintie 
meates and delicious wines, either ſpiced, or mingled with 

B,uj. choiſe 


that be in izfo much perill is to the enimies and them that aſ- hi 3 
ſault it : for he is not onely a wall of defence round about his 1 8. 1h 
people, but a wall of fire to conſume their enimies.Zach. 2.5. Wt if; 
Thirdly,conſolation,though the enimies of the Church be 2 i a 
| 114 | 


DoR.1 . 
The (oules 
food is the 
beſt fare. 


6 Pronerbs, Chap. 99. Ver, 


choiſe kinds of coole waters, whereby in thoſe hot countries 
they were much refreſhed. Wherevnto 1s added the circum. 
ſtances of readineſle; that there needeth no tariance, or long 
way ting,but all things are in order and commodiouſly prepa. 
red for the preſent refe&tion of the gueſts. | 

Killed her witailes, &c. The belt cheere is that which is 
made for the ſoule in Gods houſe : which is declared by divers 
circumſtances in the Parable of the great teaſt. 1ar.22.2,;, 
As that it was made by a King; and therefore noi common, 
but coſtly according to his royall ſtate and greatneſl?: and was 
alſo a wedding feaſt; which is viſually great and full of ſolem- 
nitie: and made at the marriage of his owne {onnezwhich con- 
ſequently would cauſe it to bee much more ſumptuous and 
magnificent, then if it had beene for a ſcruant or kinſman, or 
ordinary perſon, By all which 1s meant the Goſpel!, wherein 
euery faithfull man is feaſted,and made Gods ſonne, and ma- 
ried to Chriſt himſelfe. 

One reaſon to proue this do&trine is,the reſemblance and 
agreement that 1s betweene the ſpirituall foode and corporal 
meates : it is delightfull to the ſoule as they bee to the ſence: 
that reuiueth the afflited and troubled conſcience,as they re- 
freſh the ſpirits of a faint and feeble perſon; and addeth in- 
creaſe of ſtrength and ſtature to the inward man, as they doe 
to the outward, 

Another reaſon is, the differences that are betweene them, 
wherein this heauenly & celeſtiall banquet doth far ſurmount 
the earthly. Firſt, this onely is perpetuall,day & night,through 
the whole yeere, and whole life; and at death and cuermore : 
whereas all others are but for a few daies, and commonly not 
for many houres. Secondly, heere is no furfet or danger by 
exceſſe,though wee continue eating and drinking vnceſlantly 
without intermiſsionz which is contrary in corporall repalts. 
Thirdly, thisis a durable meate, and doth miniſter an abiding 
nourtriture, that hee that hath once digeſted it, ſhall never at- 
ter periſh by hunger, Fourthly this doth not onely ſuſtaine 
lfe for a time, but giue it and preſerucit for cuer, Fittly,wher- 


as all other macates and drinkes, though neuer ſo Pplenefultare 
onely 


Prouerbs, Chap,9. Vert. 7 


onely for the belly,and helpe againſt nothing but the preſent 
hunger and thirſt this bringeth with it ſafeuc, wealth, digni- 
tie, and all happineſle. Sixtly and laſtly, heere is open houſe 
kept continually for all commers, nations, ages, and ſtates, 
without any diſparagement to the greateſt, or contempt of the 
meaneſt : none is excluded that is willing to bee admitted : 
none is vpbrayded for comming tos often, the more they 
frequent the houſe,the more they {hall be made of, and the bet- 
ter welcome. 

Confutation of ſuch as ſtand vponthe merit of man for ſal- Vſe.r. 
uation : all the grace wee partake of, is beſtowed vpon vs at 
Wiſedomes royall feaſt; and that 1s franke and tree, and from his 
owne goodneſle. Great perſonages, eſpecially Princes vie not 
to take a ſhot when they haue guenentertainement. 

InſtruQtion, that wee come ts the word and Sacraments » 
and all the holy ordinances of God as an hungry man to a 
good fealt, with a willing minde,a _ defire,a good appetite 16.5.1, 
and a certaine expeation to bee fatiſhed. 

Conſolation for poore Chriſtians that finde ſuchplenty of 2 
ſpirituall prouiſfion nn Gods houſe: though they feele penury 
of earthly things'in their owne. For the fruition of the grea- 
ter, doth counteruaile the want of the leffe : and the comtorta- 
ble refreſhings of the ſoule, will make men more paticntly to 
endure the diſtreſſes of the body. P/al. 63.1. 5. 

ingled her wine, &c. It is not the wit of man but the po a. 
wiſedome of God that doth make the miniſtery of the word 
comfortable. T his doth hee aſſume to himſelfe in a peculiar 
manner, ſaying : / create the Frmit of the lippes to bee peace. It is1fa.7 rg. 
25 proper to him to giue peace by the preaching of the word, G.4s wiſe- 
as to giue being and forme to a creature; or to take away the dome, nor 
corruption and puniſhment of finne.Ele whatneed had Da- mays wit, 
vid tocall ypon him to make him heare of ioy and gladneſſe? Tone nne 
if it had beene in mans power, hee might haue commaunded {,;; 1.1. | 
It at his ſubie&ts hands; and the Prieſts and Prophets would ,,., ; , 
hauethougheit a preferment to be admitted to that ſeruice:but * * 
he knew it was no more polsible for the beſt qualificd of them | 

to remoue his ſorrow without Gods bleſing, then for a fur- 
geon 
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n to cure a wound with his white hand without a plaiſter. 

Firſt, joy is a fruit of the ſpirit. Gal. 5.22. Secondly,to giue 
true comfort is to ſpeake tothe hart,and to aſſure it of the par- 
don of all iniquitie. //a.40. 1. True it is that men may bee the 
inſtruments of both theſe, but the author of neither. 

Thirdlie, itis ſeene by wonted experience,that they which 
haue the fineſt wits, the greateſt art, and ſweeteſt tongues 

( not guided by the counſcll of God ) are leſle profituble 

in their Miniſtrie, than men of meaner parts, bringing 

onelie the power of the word and ſpirit in their dofrine. ley, 

23.31, 

" Reprooke of ſuch miniſters as iudge it a baſe thing tocon- 
tent themſelues with the plaine fimplicitic of the Scriptures, 
but powder their doQtrine with the dult of mens deviſes, and 
authorities. Secondly,of ſuch hearers as depend vpon the per- 
ſons of the preachers,eſteeming fo far of the Sermon,asthe mi- 
niſter is graced with outward ornaments,and according to that 
rule they meaſure all the do&rine that is deliuered, and fo 
many times they thinke good wine to bee harſh, becauſe it is 
brought in a pewter flagon,and vineger very pleaſant, becauſe 
It 1s brought 1n a filuer goblet. 

Terrour to them that diſtaſt all kinde of fincere teaching, 
the more Chriſt dealeth with it,the more they loath it,nothing 
1s ſo offenſive vnto them as the mixture he maketh;they more 
abhorre it then gall and wormewood, 

DoR.z. Prepared her table. Gods fauour and grace is alwaies ready 
They that to be found when it is faithfully ſought. Our faith can never 
faithfully ſeck take him tardy indefiring that at the preſent which he cannot 
- ner! giue till heereafter, or in beeing before hand to demaund that 
Endeit, » Which hisabiliy is behinde hand to performe. The meſſengers 

fay not in the goſpell,be there at ſuch a time,and in the meane 
while things ſhall be prepared,or goe with mee now,and din- 

Luke.14.17. ner will be ready anone,but come, tor all things are now ready. 

Reaſons. 1 Thefirft cauſe.is in reſpe& of God himſelfe, whole prout- 
dent care hath foreſcene what things would be expedient, and 
his power ſo ſufficient to ſupplie all wants, that there cannot be 
the leaſt defe& for any one moment, Secondly, in ate 

is 


— 
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his Church and children, whoſe ſtate doth as much require 
continuall grace, as the light of a lampe hath neede of oyle to 
maintaine 1t. 

Confutation of their impious error, that thinke the word yg. z. 
and Sacraments containe onely emptie ſhewes of happines 
long to come in another world, an —_ preſent,but dry 
and withered promiſes. What is this, but to charge God to be 
adeceiuer,and being voide of all mercie and hicelitie, coftarue 
his people? We would deem hima miſerable mailter or houfe- 
holder, that having corne and ſtore of prowſion in preſent, 
ſhould yet keepe his familie faſting, and feede them onely 
with a bare hope ofharneſt to come. T he Scripture teacheth it 
not to bee agreeable to miercie to put off our needy neigh- Ch.z 28. 
bour till to morrow,when we haue wherewith to relieuc him to 
day, and certaine it 1s, that the Lord doth not require more 
iultice and compaſsion of his creatures,then himſelte will ſhew 
his owne children.But thoſe men finde the caſe to be ſo: they 
ſpeake by experience, they neuer got any good by comming 
to ſuch exerciſes,it is like to bee true, but why 2 they came not 
as friends, but as ſpies, and ſpies will bee efpied out and turned 
away emptie. The comforts of the word and ſpirit be prepa- 
red for them that loue God. r.Cor.2.9., 

Inſtru&ion,that if we at any time faile of good ſucceſſe in 2 
the ſeruices of God, that wee 1mpute it to our ſelues, and-not 
lay the blame vpon his ordinances : they were not barren of 
vertue and power, but we were wanting in faith or repentance, 
or in performance of ſome ſuch duties, whereby we thould have 
beene better prepared. 

Conſolation, that if we feele want of any grace,or of power 2 

againſt any finne, it is neuer out of ſeaſon to leeke ppl, we 
ſhall be ſure to- prevatle whenſoever wee faithfully labour for 
itand that as God hath grace alwaies ready for vs in this lite, 
ſois glory and bleſſednefle from eucilaſt-ng prepared for vs in. 
the like to come.CI/ar. 2 5.34- 


C Fae 


Vetſe.3. 
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The miniſtry _ 
of the word 
the meanes of | : 'S, - 
Caluation by God,which hath reconciled vs wnto himſelfe by Ieſius Chriſt, and 
Gods ordi= 
nance, 
2,Cor.5.18, 


Reaſons. 1 


Pronerhs, Chap.g. Ver.3, 


Shee hath ſent forth ber Maides, &5c. 


In the former words was ſhewed what preparation wiſe- 
dame made for her feaſt at home,and in theſe what courſe ſhe 
taketh to inuite the gueſts abroade, her maides are ſent forth 
as meſſengers into the ſtreetes, and gates, and market place, 
which commonly are frequented with greateſt multitude and 
concourſe of people, to cail as many as they can meete with: 
-not that maides or matrons or any women are allowed to bee 
miniſters,but hee proſecuteth the allegory euery part of it cor- 
reſpondent and ſutable ro other,as Chriſt him(ſelte vnderſtood 
by wiſedome 1s compared to a Lady, fo his Prophets, Apo- 
{Ues,paſtors,and mas 6 are reſembled to maides, which in 
regard of ſex are-moſt meete to waite vpon women. 

God in his wiſedome hath appointed that they that will 
ome to ſaluation, muſt bee brought to it by the miniltrie of 
his meſlengers, ſo the Apoſtle teacheth, that all things are of 


hath ginen to vs (ſaith hee) the miniſtrie of reconciliation : the fa« 
ther of his owne goodneſle hath vouchſafed to be at one with 
vs : hee hath appointed his ſonne to make the peace, and his 
word to declare the performance of it by the fonne, and his 
miniſters to publiſh it by warrant of his word. 
Firſt, Chirſt hath ſubſtituted them to bee his deputies,and 
{till doth ſpeake to his people by them. 2. Cor. 5. 19. 
Secondly, our neceſvitic is ſuch as doth require the help of 
their minitheie : for wee haue no inclination of our ſelues to 
come to this feaſt vnle{[e wee bee ſent for ; many are readic to 
preſle to corporall banquets; where they have neither calling 
nor countenance,but be many times repelled that they cannot 
etin,or extruded and turned out at the dores before they be 
Patisfied : but to this commeth none without bidding,nor viu- 
ally without muck-vrging, . 
Thirdly,the Lord doth fo highly eſtceme of their ſervice, 
and fo far obferue them that reie& their councels and holy 1n- 
ſtruftions that they that will notbe directed to cuerlaſting - 
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by them ſha!llneuer attaine vnto it without them. Toke. T 4.2 4- 

Inſtru&ion to be teachable and traftable to their perſwa- Vſe.r, 
fions ſo farre as they bring their meſſage from their maſter, 
and call vs from the poyſon of our owne {1nfulnes,to the whole- 
ſome food of wiſedomes fealt.//a. 50.20. 

Reprofe of ſuch as account them vnneceſſary and vnprofi- 2 
table, and thruſt vpon the people as a trouble, burthen, and 
charge vnto them : who many times both diſpiſe their do- 
rine,and perlecute their perſons Aar. 22 6. 

Conſolation for fuch as haue them in ſingular loue for their 3 
works ſake, dealing kindly with the miniſters and taking the 
benefite of their nuniſtrie : the kindneſle they ſhew is accep- 
ted,as done to Chriſt,and the promiſes they receiue be as ſolide 
and ſure,as if they were deliuered by Chriſt. 

Chriſt Jeſus hath appointed the preaching of the goſpel to DoR.z, 
be moſt publike, that all might be inſtruteg/by it. T his mo- Chriſt would 
ved the Apoſtle to be ſo-induſtrious in his fyn&tion, and defi- _ the goſ- 
pell openly 

rous euery where to preach, both to the Jewes & Gentiles. It ;,,,0h; that all 
was his bounden duetie fo to doc : he 
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id owe them that ſer- might bee ins 
uice : the Lord bequeathed vnto them the miniſtry of (.luati- ſtruſted, 
on, and made him an executor of his will, and therefore hee Rom. 1. 13. 14,. 
was in their bebt,'vntill he had diſcharged it. 

Firlt, all the do&trine of God is. perfe&tly true and will Realons,r, 
hold out at the triall : the more it commeth into the light to 
bee looked vpon, the more it will bee tuſtiftied,to the glorie of 
the author, the clearing ot the miniſters and ſaluation of the 
faithfuli hearers. 

Secondhie, his 2oodneſſe is ſuch that hee would have no 2 
man to petiſh, but would all men-to come to repentaunce. 
2.Peter.3.g. 

Thirdlic, hee hath ordained it to bee neceſl[arie and effec- Z 
tuall for the ſaluation of all forts of people. T.2.11, 

Fourthly, it is expedient for the rebuke of ſinfull men. 1a. 4 
58.1, and the comfort of godlic men. //a.40 9 and the edifi- 
cation of all men, Rom. 16.26. 

Reptoofe of Teſuites ,Seminaries,and Browniſts,which de- Vic, :. 
light to Creepe into corners, Secondlie,of ignorant and inſuf- 

Cj. ficient 


Verſe. 4. 


DoR. 
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ficient miniſters which neuer dwelt inwiſedomes familie,nox 
receiucd any meſſage from her,and therefore are viterlic vn. 
ble to declare her minde. 


Who ſo « femple &c. 


Heere1s a diſcription of the gneſts that be meete for thi 
feaſt, whichin ſhew ſeeme moſt vnmecte,as being molt ynlike 
the Miſtreſle of the feaſt : and theſe are (ſimple perſons,deſti.. 
tute of ſpirituall vaderſtanding, yet ſo as they feele the want 
of knowledge, and the waight of their ignorance,and leane no 
longer on worldly wifedome. 

Who ſo. Ignoraunce is not a cauſe that ſhould ſtay men from 


The more ig- hows the word of God, but rather incite them to it. 


ROrant WC arc, 
the more need 


Firlt,their necefvitie doth require it : for who hath more 


we haucofin- neede of cie-ſalue, then they whoſe eies are ſore? And who 


ftrution, 


Vſe.1. 


from reccuung any comfort by the matter that is gs, © 


haue more neede of guides,then they who haucloſt their ſight 
and are bee-come blinde? And efpecialy when the way is 
difficult and full of daunger. 

Thevertue and efficacie that is in the word ſhould allure 
them vnto it :for it is ſufficient to illuminate, and giue lighe 
to all that ſeeke it. P/al.1 9.7 8.&C. 

Inſtruaionfor the miniſters of Chriſt ſ@ to deliver the do- 
Arine as it may be moſt plaine and perſpicuous to the fiuwple 
people. I.Cor.14.19.24. 

Reproofe of ſuch as affe obſcuritie, that the vulgar ſort 
ſhould not ynderſtand them, taking it to be for the gloric of 
their learning tomount aboue the capacitie of their hearers, 

Conſolation for poore vnlearned men when they come to 
the Church of G od rhe them not bee diſcouraged if their ap- 
petite ſerue them. They are bidden gueſts, and Chriſt hath 
prepared meate for them,and it doth his hart good to ſee them 
cate it. Thatis, hee is well pleaſed, and doth reioyce that God 
doth beſtow his graces vpon them, Mar.T 1.52. 

Fourthly, for the confutation, firlt, of the PRs ſcruice 
in a ſtrange language,wherein the ſimple people bee ſo farre 
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that they vnderſtand not the very woordes that ate ſpoken, 
and therfore God neuer ordained it for the vſe of his Church. 
Wherupon alſo followeth, that thoſe prieſts bee none of wiſe- 
domes attendants, beeing neither fit ro bee meſſengers a- 
broad to call the gueſts, nor to bee officers at home to giue 
them entertainment, Secondlie,of ſuch as make ignoraunce 
their appologie for perfſiſtance in ignoraunce. [tis,ſay they,for 
ſchollers,and men of iudgement to heare ſermons, and not for 
the milearned. Here 1s that excuſe taken away,and ſo hath this 
text hetherto mette with many other ſhifts and cuaſions which 
men haue deuiſcd to exempt their necks from Chrilt his yoke. 
Firſt ay they,this preaching and other exerciſes of religion be 
fooliſh and rediculus : but wiſedome is the authour thereof. 
Secondlie,they be dangerous to deale with:but ſhe hath hew- 
en owt ſcauen pillars, Thirdlie,they bee tedious and vnplea- 
fant : but ſhe hath made a banquet. Fourthlie, wee can learne 
as much by reading good bookes, as the beſt Preacher can 
teach vs : but ſhe hath ſent foorth her maides. Fiftly,ſermons 
are hard to come by, where ſhould wee haue them 2 She cry- 
eth ypon the hye places. Sixtly,wee are ſimple men and want 
ynderſtanding : but ſhe faith : Fhoſo is ſimple let him come 
hether,and he that ts deſtitute of vnderflanding &c. d 


Come and cate, (fc. 


The exhortation which wiſedome vttered by her maides 
15 againe repeated, to expreſlc the ſerious deſire and true mea- 
ning of the meſſengers and maſters in calling of the gueſts,and 
to let them know alſo, that as they are bidden by way of inui- 
tation,ſo they are commanded by way of ſummons,and there- 
foreto addreſſe themſelues thereunto with all expedition, And 
beccaule it is not their preſence onely that is required, but a 
profitable vſe-making of the vndeſerued fauour that is ſhewed 
vnto them, therefore they are becforc hand informed to what 
end they are ſent for, to cate and drinke of the delicates pre- 
pared, which is to recetue the merits and graces of Chriſt, with 
the promiſes of God, and to make them their owne by faith, 
and particular application. 
C.uj. It 


DoR, 2. 
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But the heart of the wicked, &c. Though finfull perſons 


A wicked man ale nener fo great a ſhew onthe outſide, yet there is nothing 


hath his worſt 


{1deinward, 


Reaſons, z, 
2 


3 


Vſe r, 


within them worth any thing. To thar pwpoſfetend the words 
of the Apoſtle colleted out of the Pſalmes : the Lord knowerh 
the thoughts of the wiſe to bee but vaine. It the point had ſtood 
vpon mans opinion, there might eaſily have been an errour 
In it, but he bringeth theteſtnnonie of god vpon (ure & infalli- 
ble knowledge to cofirmne it. And wheras the Prophetnameth 
man indefinitely, that is, euery man vnregenerate Pal. 94. 
11, Hee fingleth out the chicfe, and choylelt of all the fort of 
them, whoſe purpoſes ſeeme to bee of greateſt price,and moſt 
hkelyo prevaile, and fayeth that the ' thoughts. of the wiſe 
men beſt qualified with art; and naturall parts,' are not onely 
vaine, but very vanitic;as the Pſaltmiſt hath it. 

Firſt,they are altogether deſtitute of the ſpirit of grace, 

Secondly, the heart of man, without the ſpitit,is foule, and 
filthie, and an vncleane finke of all abhominations. 

Fhirdly, the {treames that iſſue from thence declare what 
the fountaine is, when all their words, and a&tions,and recrea- 
tions,and imaginations are onely finfull and wicked, Hag.2.1 x. 
Tu.1l.,lg. Gen. 6. f. 

Fourthly,Gods proceeding againſt them in his diſpleaſure 


' maketh' manifcſt how baſe they are: for hee knoweth how 


all things are to bee priced , Since therefore hee reieteth 
and caſteth them away, it euidently appeareth that there 1s no 
coodnefſle in them. So ſayth Teremie, They ſail call them re- 
probate ſilner,becauſe the Loyd hath reiefted them. ler.6.30» 
Inſtrution, notto much to magnific and admire them,nor 
too farre to depend vpon them. For better things are not cer- 
tainely to be expe&ted from them, than are inthem, And there- 
fore many times they make golden promiſes, and leaden per- 
formances, becauſe they haue but drofkie affeftions. ; 
Conſolation, to poore Chriſtians in regard of their portt- 
on, notwithſtanding they come ſhort of the vngodly in goods 
and livings. Many finners bee ſet vp in ſtate, and much worth 
in outwird wealth,when as they bee worſe than bankrovupts 1n 


their ſoules, and wholy deſtitute of all inward ſubſtance, and 
con» 
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contrary wiſe though the Saints haue but ſmall ſtore of exter- 
nall riches, yet they bee of great poſlſeſcions in their hearts,and 
flow with plentie in their 1nward parts, 


T he lippes of the righteous doe feede many : but fookes die 


* for want of wiſedome, 


Before was declared the excellencic of a good tongue,and 
well ſeaſoned fpecch, and heere are the effects of it commen. 
ded, namely the good that is wrought by it, the ſoules ot ma- 
ny being edified therewith, and receiuing grace, and groweth 
for ſaluation, and comfort, as the body doth obtaine ſtrength, 
and nouriture, and refreſhing, by their meanes that miniſter 
wholeſome foode vnto it. And this is illuſtrated by the contra- 
rie effe& of wicked,and ignorant perſons,that they are ſo farre 
from feeding others with knowledge and wiſedome, that the 
ſuffer themſelues to be [tarued to death, & diltruttion foigh 
the want of it. 

The lippes of the righteous, &c. It is the note of a faithfull 
man to vic his knowledge,and other good gifts for the benefit 


ofhis brethren. In this ſence the Apoſtleſayth that though he 237 thar 
: . others 
were poore,yet he made many rich. 2, Cor. 6,10, His meane ,,,q 


eſtate would notpermit him,to beſtow mony,or ſuch kindes 
gifts as wealthie men vſe to diſtribute, becauſe he had no great 
plentic himſelfe : but that which hee had moſt of, and others 
had moſt ncede of,that he moſt liberally communicated to all 
that would receive it, whereſoeuer hee came. 

Firſt, godly men doe provide themſclues of theſe celeſtiall 
graces,and thereby are made able to participate them to others. 
They havea learning eare,& therefore alſo a teaching tongue: 
* they be covetous of ſpirituall gifrs,and therefore allo liberall 
of them : they are great caters,and as we may ſay,have an ap- 
petite to deuoute al}, and therefore would haue cuery man to 
take part with them. In earthly commodities,menare of a con» 
trary diſpoſition : for as they are the more greedie of getting 
to themlelues,ſo are they more niggardly in witholding from 
others : and as any one doeth ſwallow vp more,the leſle is left 
tor the reſt of the company : but in heauenly things it com- 
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Hee is the beſt 
doth 


moſt 
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meth to-Paſle thatnone be ſo frank andfree,as they whoſe de- 


fires be moſt greedie of hauing,and none doe ſaue, and leaue 
ſo much for the vſe of their brethren, as they that take their 
full mealc,and cate as much as poſsibly they can.To take the 
fruition of the graces of Godzis the way to make proviſion of,, 
them for our neighbours : and to beſtow vpon others is the 
meanes. to retaine and augment them to our ſclues. 

Secondly,they haue an vnderſtanding heart, and holy dif 
crerion to gue to every one ſuch a portion, as is fitteſt for the 
health of his ſonle : ſome are iznorant, and have need of in+ 
ſtru&ion : ſome are vnruly, and haue neede of rebuke : ſome 
are weake, and haue neede to-be confirmed : ſome are feare- 
full,and feeble,and haveneede of comfort,and incouragement, 
All theſe duties will a wiſe and righteous man exetciſe,accor- 
ding to the-proportion,meaſure,and degrees of his wiſdon.e, 
and righteouſneſle: 

Thirdly,their lips will ſend a meſſage to heauen,& deale 
with the Lord to releeve them, whoſe wants themſelves are not 
able to ſupply. And ſo they do not onely feed the ſoules,but 
euen the bodies of very many. When their prayers and prav- 
ſes are accepted of God, and made effeftuall, for the fruntul- 
nes of the earth: P/al 67.5.6, J0el,2.17.19.And by this meanes 
Eliah did feede all Iſracll,by procuring rayne, for want where- 
of they were like to periſh. All Achabs wealth, and the riches 
and- power of the whole kingdome, were inſuſhcient for ſuch 
a work. 

Reproofe,of them that never miniſtred-any thing, but in- 
feftion to their people for their ſoules,No child,no ſervant,no 
not the wife of their owne boſome,had cuer any help by them 
to ſaluation. Their houſes be nurceries,& ſeminaries of ſwea- 
ring, and gamning,and: drinking,and all kindesof fintulneſle, 
An ignorant and vngodly family ſo allowed, and continued, 
doth conuince the gouernour to be afinner,a foole,and a kind 
of murtherer of himſelfe, as the other part of the verſe ſhew- 
eth, which ſhall bee paſſed ouer now, beecauſe it hath beene 
partly handlcd already, and muſt bee againe heereafter. 


Secondly, InſtruQion to make choyſe of habitation, and 


ſo cictie 


Perowerbs. Chap. 10. Ver.12, 103 


fcictie with iuſt men : for much commoditie is to bee had in 
their company,by the benefite of their fruitfull tongue, 


The bleſring of the Lord,it doth make rich,and he addeth 


< 


no ſarrows with it, 


The purpoſe and drift of theſe words is, to ſhew the pre- 
heminence that Gods people haue, aboue the men of the 
world : that whereas the wicked haue nothing but their owne 
hands,and carnall means to truſt vnto for their eſtatezſuch as 
be Godly, haue God to prouide for them, and his goodneſle 
onely doth make rich, and they onely arc inriched by him. 
But becauſe his enemies haue vſually more ſtore of goods then 
his children, and thereby it may ſeeme, that cither men, may 
be rich without his bleſsing,or elſe that he is more prouident 
foc {inners,then for laintsztherefore he ſheweth the diffcrence, 
that troubles and vexations are intermingled with the goods of 
the wicked,and his ſeruants are freed from them. Yet it is not 
ſo to bee conceiued, as though no good men had any troubles 
with their riches,and that whoſoeuer doth finde griefe,and per- 
turbations in theſe earthly things, were depriued of the blef< 
ſing of God,and teſtimonies of his Cm thisis the mea 
ning, that ſo farre as hee doth beceſtow them, and they depend 
vpen him for then, ſo ſar they eſcape from vexations; ſo that 
the cares and troubles grow mecrely from their owne infir« 
Mitiess 


The bleſcing, &c. As everlaſting life is the gift of God);ſo is 


Verſe.1a, 


DoR, 


a good and comfortable eſtate in this world. Daxid in his A contortable 


thankeſgiuing to God maketh a free contefsion thereot ; ſay- 
ing, both riches, aud honour come of thee,C5c.1.Chron.2g.12. 


cltareis able( 
ſing of God, 


Firſt, neitherthe commodioulneſle of any trade, nor skill, gan... 


nor ſtrength, nor diligence can preuaile, vnleſſe hee giue ſuc- 
celle. Dewt.8.18. Pſal.117.1.2, 
Secondly, he alone worketh contentment,which is an high 
degree of richneſle. : 
Thirdly, he giucth a chearcfull heart with the peatengnd 
cauſc 


Vie.z, 


U3 


104 Prouerbs.Chap.ro. Ver 22. 


cauſcth them to take their part of their poſſeſsions with com. 
fort. Eccle.2, 2.4, 

Fourthly, hee preſerueth them from the feares of loſſes 
whiles they inioy their goods, and from immoderate ſorrow 
if their ſubſtance bee taken away : as that appeared in the 
example of 7b, who by his patience declared himſelfe to be 
as rich when all his goods were gone, as hee was at that time 
when he poſleſſed them all. 

Inſtruction, to vſe the meanes that we may be bleſſed, and 
—_ of his promiſes, And that 1s : firit, by pietie and re- 

gion. P/al. 112.1. 2, Secondly, by calling vpon thename of 
God, and exerciſe of prayer for ſuch things as are needefull 
for vs. lames. 4. 2. T hirdly,by the good imployment and v- 
ſage of thoſe things which wee inioy already. Prog. 3. 9. 10, 
Fourthly, by mercie and liberalitic to them that are in neceſsi- 
fie. Prom, 11, 24. 25. Fiftly, by faithfulnefle and diligence 
in - places and callings, as hath beene ſhewed ia the fourth 
verſe, 
Conſolation to ſuch as ſerue him,that they ſhall ſurely be ſto. 
red with all ſufficiencie. T hoſe whom he will raiſe vp towealth, 
ſhall certainely riſe, though never ſo many ſecke to hold them 
downe : for who ſhall hold backe his hands. from gjuing his 
owne,vnto his owne. How maruailonſly were eAbraham and 
Lacob inriched among trangers,and infidels, not onely aliants 
from their religion, but vowed enemies to their nation ? And 
where in his wiſedome hee ſeeth it not fit to fall their houſes 
with amplitude of ſubſtance, he will make fewe things to yeeld 
many comforts, and ſmall things to bee of great torce, and 
meane things to be very precious and excellent. P/al.3 7. 16, 
Terrour for the wicked,that they can never be rich:though 
they haue riches. yet they arenot rich, but onely plagued with 
a multitude of torments and vexations. Ecc/e. 2.4 6, 


”, 


Proverbs, Chap.t0.Ver 2.3. 105 
ht is a paſtime to a foole to commit wickedneſſe : but wiſe- 
dome 1s the delight of a man of vnderſtanding. 
It is a paſtime toa foole to commit witkedneſſe, &c. Thatis, 
finneſull men take great pleaſure in doing that which is euill, 
as if it were a ſport, or recreation to them : and it is as much 


ioy,and refreſhing to him that is Godly wiſe,both to get wiſ-. 


dome, and to performe all the good exerciſes thereof, 


the one ſort wee haue many teſtimonies m this 


Sinne is the delight of ſinners, and grace of good men. Of _ DoR. 
« apr but in -——_ is 2 Pa» 
the ſecond Chapter eſpecially, ver. 1.4. They delight in doin 


euill, and reioyce in wicked frowardneſle. And in the fourt 


Chapter ver. 1 7.it is ſaid,that they eate the bread of wickedneſſe, yood men, 


and drinke the wine of violence, it ss meate and drinke unto them 
to doe miſchiefe. Ot the other ſort the Prophet is an example 
and patterne, in the hundred and nineteath Þſalme : where in 
many places he profeſleth his ſingular comfort and delight, 
that he conceiueth in the heauenly word of God, as when hee 
ſaith : how ſweete are thy promiſes unto my month ? yea more then 
hony unto my month, eAnd they are the toy of mine heart, Pal, 


119.103. 111, 


Firſt, this contrarictie ariſeth from the contrary cauſes of Reafons. r, 


theſe contrarie likings. All wicked men doe loue finne, and it 
1s as deare vnto them as-the members of their owne bodies, 
And all godly men doe love rightcouſneſſe,and rather deſire 
to be deliuered from life, then ſeparated from grace, and the 
ſeruices of God. Now itis a perpetvall rule vhich never fat- 
leth, that whatſoeuer any man Jloueth moſt, that hee will al- 
wales moſtdclightin. Secondly, wicked men are fleſhly, and 
therefore line after the fleſh, and favour of the things of the 
fleſh, and delight in the workes of the fleſh. And godly men 
are led by the ſpirit,and ſauonr of the things of the ſpirit, and 
reloyce in the fruites of the ſpirit. 

Secondly, it is ſeene in the contrary effeRts of both ſides. 
Firſt, wicked men runne violently to finne,and will not defiſt 
from their divelliſh purpoſes, before they bane effeted them: 
though godly men through naturall corruptions,and tempta- 
ons, haue fometumes a proneneſle, and inclination to cvilt, 
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yet they may be caſfily retrated by counſell,and admonition, 
as Dawid was from laying of Nabal,but they conſtantly pro- 
ceede to the performance of cuery good dutic, Secondly, wic- 
ked men doe meditate in the night, and indeauour in the d.'y to 
fulfill their finfull defares : ALah. 2. 1, Godly men doe me- 
ditate in the night, and indeauour 1n the day, to know and 0. 
bey the holy will of the Lord. //a. 26.9. Thirdly, when wic« 
ked men haue accompliſhed their {infull defires, they ſurfait 
with gladneſle : when they are diſapointed they are filled with 
bitter vexation. Prou.4.1 6, When godly men hane committed 
finne, it bringeth anguith vpon their hearts, when they haue 
pertormed any Chriſtian ſeruice,it is a comfortable refreſhing 
to their ſoules, Fourthly, the cuſtome of linning is ſo ſiveete 
to the wicked, that they will not forſake it, but take them for 
their enemics that ſhall diſſwade themTrom it : the yoke of 
finne 15 beauic to the Godly,that they ſtill{triue to be disbur. 
thened of it, and the yoke of Teſus ſo caſte that they willingly 
yec!d themſclues to it,and account them their belt friends that 
ſhall help them againſt the one, and further them tothe other. 

Confutation of therronious opinion of thoſe, that allowing 
themſelues in the purſuite of all ſinfull pleaſures; and profits, 
euen {cruing their luſts with delight,and working vadeanneſle 
with greedineſſe, doe yet vndertake for the ſafctic of their 
owne ſoules, and challengethe naie,and prerogatiue of righ- 
tcous men, 

Conſolation, to them that are wearied with the rebellious 
motions of the fleſh, that are not able vtterly to ſubdue the 
remnants of ſinne,and their owne naturall diſpoſition, but that 
ſomctimes theit pride giueth them a woundz ſometimes their 
rage breaketh out ſod:inly, & ſtriketh them ſo that the prints 
of the ſtrokes are ſcene, and the ſcarres which remaine after 
themz ſometimes couetouſneſle prefleth fo hard vpon them, 
thatit maketh them to giue ground, yea it taketh, and impri- 
ſoneth them: yet if they hate theſe corruptions the more be- 
cauſe they haue ben hurt by them, if they labour for libertie, 
and groane tor deliverance out of their captiuitie,they are {Lil 


reputed wiſc, an the. faithfull ſouldigrs,& ſeruants of _ 


Prouerbs, Chap.to. Ver 24, 107 
That which the wicked feareth, ſhall come _ han : 
but God will graunt the deſire of the righteous. 


The condemnation in the world to come, which vngodly 
men through the guiltineſſe of their conſciences are often 
fummoned ynto, when God ſhall draw their ſoule out of their 
body, they ſhall certainely fall into. And thoſe iudgements, and, 
miſeries of this. life, which they moſt hate, though they hope 
to eſcape them, they are in danger to bring vpon themſclues, 

And that which is molt defirable, and will be moſt come 
fortable to: Chriſtians, the Lord which knoweth what is moſt 
acceptable to them, and profitable for them,will in due ſeaſon 
beſtow vpon them. 


trary to the affection, and liking of ſinfull perſons, that they 


That which the wicked feareth, &c, \Whatſocuer is moſt cons ,_ 
m 


Verſe,34; 


Dot. r. 


hat which ill 
en moſt fear 


may expe to be plagued withall. This the Lord threatened q,a1j lurely bes 


to the rebellious and obſtinate Iewes by the Prophet Ezekiel, fall them, 


I'will take fr ont them their power,the ty of their honoy,the plea« 

ſure of the eyes, and the deſire of their heart, their ſonnes and 
their daughters. Exck, 24. 25. Thethings which they are al- 
together ynwilling to depart with,thoſe would hee ſtrip them 
of : and conſequently,that which they would bee very loath 
to bexte,ſhould heawily bee laid vpon them. 


Firſt,ordinarily they feare that which is the moſt proportio.. Reaſon, 1, 


rable, & proper puniſhment of their offences. As proud men 
haue nothing in ſo great deteſtation,as reproach, & contempt, 
and nothing is ſo much due vnto.them as to bee contemned, 

Secondly, their feare and dread of falling into thoſe cuils, 
doth cauſe them to ſeeke the preuention of them by cuill 
meanes,and thereby they take the way toinforce the ſpeedie 
execution of them. As they that would flie farre from necel- 
fitie and want,by hally getting of riches, and ſubltance, doe 
very often-prouoke pouertie to come {wittly with violence vp- 
on them. Prox. 28.22, 

Thirdly, the Lord doth make choife of, and fingleth out 
fuch manner of judgements as ſhail moſt ſting them, & come 


ncareſt to their hearts,and. thoſe are they which are moſt ter» 
P.j. nible 


3 


Toel.s, 


10$ Proxerbs.Chap.to.Per.2 4, 
rible to them. What could haue beene ſo grieuous to Hamas, 


Ia.3.16,17.&c 1c firſt to bee made CMordecayes page, and then afterwards to 


Vl, 


DoR.z, 
Good mens 
deſires ſhalbe 
graunted, 


Plal,145.19, 


bee hanged vpon the gallowes, then which nothing could bee 
invented more horrible to him, and therefore hee had provi. 
ded it for Aordecay whom hee moſt mortally hated ? 
Inſtrution, firſt to fence our ſelues againſt the imitation 
«of the wicked, and defire of their ſtate, by conſidering how 
wretched,and miſerable their condition 1s, Euen preſently they 
are arreſted, and after a fort apprehended with feares : hell 
and deſtruction doe ſometimes ſhew themſelues vnto their 
ſoules; and in time to come,vnleſle they repent,they ſhall haue 
full poſſefsion of them. Secondly, mor tk our ſelues from all 
our fearcs, by flying to the Lord for ſuccour, againſt the mil- 
chiefes which we would not fall into, & for repentance & hu- 
miliation againſt the fins that wold draw them vpon our heads, 
But God will graunt, &c. T he belt way to _ our walls 
fatiſfied,is to bee Godly. For to ſuch there is a promiſe made 
that God will fulfill the defires of them that feare him, Wher- 
in yet theſe rules are to bee obſerued : Firſt, that our will bce 
agreeable to Gods will,the deſiremuſt bee holy,and ſeaſoned 
with the ſpiritz and not carnall, and corrupted by the fleſh. 
Damnid in a paſsion would: needes know how long hee was to 
live, And lames and John would haue fire to come from hea- 
uen to deſtroy a whole towne, and an other time they made 
ſute to bee the ſecond men of the whole earth. Theſe petiti- 
ons were not graunted, becauſe they were not aduiſedly asked, 
nor ſafe for them to bee obtained. Secondly, that ſometnmes 
lawfull defires are not performed in the ſame kinde, but ex- 
changed for better,and that which doth more good is beſtow- 
ed in ſteede of them.I/oſes defired to enter into the land of 
Canaan, hee was denied that, but hee entred ſooner into the 
heauenly and bleſſed reſt of everlaſting life, Paw wauld have 
beene perfeAly freede from all originall corruption, or at 
leaſt from the ſtirrings, and working of it, but it ſtoode not 
with the wiſedome of God to yeeld that vnto him : but hee 
aſsiſted him with grace againſt it, which was much mone for 
his owne glory, and the ſound comfort of Paws ED 
Way, 


Prouerbs. Chap, to.ver 24; ro9 


Thirdly, that wee tarry the Lords leafure, and depend on his 
hand, to miniſter in fineſt time, all thofe good thirigs which 
our ſoules deſire, and ſo wee ſhall not faile to receiue them, 
when hee ſeeth that they will bee moſt expedient for vs. 

Firſt, hee rayſeth vp the heart to ſeeke for them, hee incli- 
neth the ſoule, ſo much to long after, them, and therefore it 
was his purpoſe to beſtow them. P/al.10.17. . 

Secondly ,he giueth the ſpirit of faith, & prayer which will 
haue no nay : they never ſuſtaine any repulſe, whatſoever they 
lay hold on,they make it their owne. /ohn.1 5.7. 1.Joh.g.14.1y. 

Thirdly,heecalleth vs to him by commandement to ſeeke 
all good things at his hand,and incourageth vs to the ſame by 
promiſes. P/a/.2 7,4. and therefore his owne trurh is our ſecu- 
ritie for them. 

Fourthly,his all ſufficiencie,and abſolute abilitie for perfor- 
mance doth aboundantly exceede all the defires of all the 
faithfull,yea of all creatures, though they were neuer ſo ample, 
and feruent, Epheſ.3.20. 

Firſt, conſolation to righteous men,againſt the defe&ts that 
are in their ſoules, and the neceſsities of ſtate, and body, they 
are beſt prouided for both: for ſo great is the credite which 
they haue in the court of heauen, and their fauour with the 
king of heauen, that they aske, and haue : defire,and prevaile : 
and if they bee not forward inough that wayes, they thall bee 
called vpon to put in their peticions, and inlarge their deſires. 
lohn.16.24. P/al-$1.10. 

Secondly, terror for their enimies, that by tiranny,and vio- 
lence compell them to complaine of them.Sofar as the Lord 
is readie to gratifie them by granting all good things which 
they aske, ſo far is he alſo prouoked to puniſh their aduerſa- 
ries and oppreſlors that cauſe them to cry, 


e's the whirle winde paſſeth, ſo is the wicked no more : 
but the righteos is an enerlaſting foundation. 


The mieaning of the words is, that vngodly men, howſoe- 
ver they flouriſh for a time, yet doe ſodainely come to rune, 
and deſtruRion,as the whirle-winde fwittly bloweth ouer,and 


P.ij, TH 


Reaſons. r, 


Vſe.1r; 


Verſe:25. 
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Hoſ. 13.3, 


Mar,7-25» 


Reaſon, 1, 


x19 Pronerbs.Chap,to Ver.25. 

s leſſe conſtant, and permanent then the ordinary winde is, 
though there bee no ſtabilitie in any, But when it 1s faid, they 
are no more,he doth not intimate any mortalitie of their ſoules, 
as though they ſhould be wholy diffolued as brute beaſts : for 
their foules are cuerlaſting as well as Gods peoples, and their 
bodies ihall be raiſed vp againe at the day of the Lord ative] 
as the Saints : but it is their hope and happineſle,and not their 
being that 'periſheth, they ſhall never recouer any good 
eſtate any more.Now againſt theſe are ſetthe righteous, hoſe 
foule,and body,and bleſ[edneſle haue a ſetled ſafetie as a foun- 
dation that can neuer be remoued: So that thisis the oppoli« 
tion: the wicked are as a whirle-winde, and ſo areno more : 
but the righteous are like a firme foundation, and fo perpe- 
tually remaine, 

Though the ſtate of the vngodly be more rvfAling, then the 
feruants of God, yet the ſtate of Gods ſervants is more cer- 
taine and ſtable then the vngodly ones. The whitle winde 
mounteth aloft,and tofſeth vp hay,and ſtraw,and ſtubble,and 
filleth mens eyes with duſt,and con:mcth violently vpon them 
with a bluſtering blaſt,but-immediately it is gone, & paſled far 
away ; the foundation lyeth low1n the ground, and 1s neither 
ſcenegor heard, yet there it continueth immoucable for many 

enerations. T he vncon(tant, and tickle eſtate of wicked men 
15 fitly\expreſled by linely compariſons inthe propheſie of Ho- 
ſea. They fhall be as the morning cloud, and as the morning dew 
that paſſeth away as the chaffe that ts drinen with a whirle winae 
out of the floore,and as the ſmoake that goeth ont of the chimney. 
Fhe contrary firmitude, and ſtabilitie of the Godly js by our 
Saujour himſelfe likened to an houſe that is built on a rocke : 
and the raine fell, and the flouds came, azd the winaes blew, and 
beat that houſe,and it fell net : for it was growided on avocke. 
Firſt, the one fort have beene as vnconſtant in therr wates, 
and as eaſily blowen from fin to ſinne, as the chaffe,and duſt, 
and withered' leaues haue beene carried vp and downe witl 
the winde,and if they haue entred into any good courſe,there 
haue beene no more ſtedfaftneſlc- in themythen is in the mor- 


nnig cloud, and morning dewe. 1/a, 64. 6,. Heſs 6:4- ew 
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Prouerbs. Chap. 10, Ver,26, It 
ther haue rooted and ſetled aſwell in faith, as1n all faithfull be- 
hauiour: and for theſe c2uſes the one fide flitteth away, and is 
gone tomiſcry,& the other remaine happy & bleſled tor cuer, 

Secondly, the one fort haue God, and his Avgells topur- 
ſuc,and puſh them away:the other haue God,and tus Angells 
tovphold,and confirme them, thatthey be not moued from the 
fruition of his fauour, 

Terrour,for {infullmen whoſe ſhort and momentanie pro- 
ſperitie ſhall ſo ſpeedily and ſodainely be turned into milcric. 

Inſtrufton, farſt, not to affe& the pleaſures of ſin, wherein 
may be a continuall expeRation of ſuddaine deſtrution. Se- 
condly,not to repoſe affiance in any wicked perſon, for though 
there were ſome conſtancie in their hearts,or mouthes,which 
ſeldome or never falleth out, yet there is none in their life and 
oltate. P/al.1 46.3.4. 

Conſolation to ſiich as are moleſted with the bovſterous 
tempeſts of wicked men: though they rore lowd, they ſhall 
not. rage long,the Lord will put a ſpeedie cnd to their crueltie. 


Iatg.19.20.0 fl.13.14. 
Als vineger is to the teeth,and (moake to the eyes,ſo is the 
ſlathfull to them that ſend him. 


As wvineger,c&c. That is, too much vineger,or other things 
that be ſharp,and ſoure,doe ſet the teeth an edge,and ſmoake 
doth bring both ſmart,and hurt to the eyes : ſo doth the ſloth- 


doth worke vexation of heart to them that ſend hun,or com- 
mit matter of moment vnto him. 

He that imployeth in any ſeruice, vnworthie and carcleſſe 
perſons, ſhall bring ſorrow and moleſtation vpon himtelfe, 

There is another prouerbe which tendeth to the ſame pure 
polc,though the ſimilitude be different: As though he ſhould 
cut off his meſſengers feete, fo hee drinketh violence,or hurt, 
that ſendeth a meſlage by a foole, Prox.2 6.6. He doth as much 
niurie to himſelfe,as if he ſhould maime his meſſenger of his 
feete, or make him lame of his legs : for as the one in that caſe 
ſhould not be able to diſpatch his journey, fo neither can us 

fy 


2 


Vſe,r. 


2; 


Verſe 26, 


DoF, 


W- uwnfttees” 
carefull whom 
"tx . we imploy 11 
full perſon, or he that is giuen to any other lewd behauiour, gy afaircs, 
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other well performe the things that are committed to his care 
and wiſedome. It is a ſpeech that is ordinarie in vſe, that hee 
muſt never looke to fpeede well that ſendeth a foole on his 
errand. 

Firſt,there is perill of falſehood, and treachery, or of much 
remiſleneſle, and negligence, or want of diſcteation, and $il. 
fulneſle,by all which there groweth hurt,or loſle, or trouble to 
him that put him in truft with his affaires, as Mephibeſberh, 
and Benhadad found by the ſeruices of Ziba and Hazacl, 

The curſe of God doth vſually accompany the a&tions and 
waies of curſed ſinners, and therefore they that aduenture to 
entcrtaine them, haue many timcs a part of the puniſhment 
with them, 

Thirdly, all the faults, and abſurdities in word, or worke, 
of fooliſh and finfull ſervants are imputed to the reproch of 
their maiſters that imploy them,and ſo the ſorrow is cauſed by 
ſhame and infamie. 

Fourthly, the contrary will cleare the truth of this point, 
For if good ſeruants and Gift meſlengers, be for the com- 
fort,and credit,the ſafetie & profit of ſuch as do vſe them,then 
they that are altogether of an other manner of afftcCtion, and 
diſpoſition,cannot but worke an other manner of effe&ts, and 
conlcquents. 

Admonition, to bee very heedefu}l to auoide that noiſome 
finne of flothfulneſſe which bringeth ſo many michiefes with 
it, both to our ſelues, for ſoule, and body,and (tate,and name: 
and to others a!ſo,and thoſe eſpecially whom in ſpeciall man- 
ner we owe dutie vnto, Secondly, to make a wiſe choife pro- 
uidently of ſuch as wee hane occaſion to vſein any buſinelle, 
that their induſtry and diligence, their prudencie and di{crea- 
tion, their faithfulneſſe and found dealing, may bee aretreſh- 
ing and not a torment to vs. Proy. © 5,13. 3+ It wee haue ob- 
tairied ſeach as bce not as ſmoake to offend our eyes, but our 
eyes may behold them, and their good behaviour with delight, 
let vs not bee vineger to their tecth, or ſmoake to their eyes : 
let not our ſoureneſſe and difcontentment, our niggardlineſle 
and overmuch ſparing,be any meanes of their difcouragement. 


Deale 


Proverbs, Chap.10 Yer 27.28, 13 
Deale kindely with them, and bee liberall to them, that thou 


mailt not onely retaine them ſtill to be thy ſeruants, but give 
a] good furthcrance to the continuance of their vprightneſle, 


The feare of the Lord increafeth the dates : but the yeares 


of the wicked are cut ſhort. 


Vale, 27, 


o 


The feare of the Lord, oc. That is true pictie,and religion, | 


with the exerciſe alſo of juſtice, and righteouſneſle, increa/erh 


the dayes, T bat 1s, as a meanes it preſerueth thoſe that arcin-1 


dued with it,from an vntimely death : bt the yeares of the wit- 
hed ſhall bee cut off. T heir vngod!y and finfull courſe of hte is 
ſometimes an inſtrument to bring them ſpeedily to their end, 
as by ſurfets,and euil] diſeaſes, or falling ito the hands of the 
magiſtrate, or by quarreling, and ſuch hke. Sometunes it pro-- 
uoketh the Lord to ſtay them inthe middeſt of their race, and 
not to ſuffer them to come to that age which by their ſtrength 
and conſtitution of body they might have attained vnto. And 


in this ſence the Prophet ſaith in the Pſalmes, char the wicked Plal. 552.3, 


ſhall not line out balfe their dayes. T his dottrine of this verſe 
hath beene handled already 1n the elcauenth verſe of the for. 
mer Chapter. 


The patient abiding of the righteous, ſhall be gladneſſe : 
but the hope of the wicked ſhall periſh. 


Aﬀeer that the children of God have once imbraced his pro” 
miſes,afflitions and temptations doe vſually enſue thereupon, 
that it would ſeeme to ſence and fleſhly reafon,that miſery and 
tioubles were the onely rewards of pietie, and obedience, and 
nothing elſe performed to them that truſt in his word. Now 
therefore he ſheweth that a better ſtate and copdicion remain- 
eth for them : that their ſorrow ſhalbe turned into ioy,& their 
mourning into'gladnes,when the Lord (hall deliuer them from 
troubles, and fulfill all his promiſes. Which is illuſtrated and 
further amplified by the contrary caſe of the wicked ; which, 
howſoeuer now they ſeeme to have the preheminence,and are 
molt likely to preuaile heercafter,ſhall yer be deprined of their 


pteſent proſperitie, & fruſtrated of all future expeRation.T his 
Q. then 


Verſe, 28. 


DoR. 
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thenis the oppoſition : The hope of the righteous ſhall pre: 
uaile,and bring them gladneſle: but the hope of rhe wicked 
ſhall periſh, and ſo worke them ſorrow. 

T he patient abiding, 5c. They which depend on God iri their 


They that in afflitions, ſhall in due ſcaſon be deliuered from them. Vpon 


affifion wait 
on God ſhall 


timely finde 
calc, 
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Prouw14,12, 


$ 


this ground an exhortation 1s rayſed in an other place of this 
booke. Let thy heart be in the feare of the Lord continuaily, For 
ſurely there is an end,and thy hope ſhall not be cut off, Prou,2 3,1 7, 
18. Though troubles and forrowes are in appearance,perpe- 
tall, & endleflc,yet they are but temporarie, and come quick!y 
to an end:though hope, & poſsibilitic of help ſeeme readie con- 
tinually to vaniſh away,yet it neuer ceaſcth,nor is taken away, 

Firltthere is nothing in allthe world that is more infallible 


-aſſured of certaine ſuccefle,then the hope of chriſtians. It neuer 


miſleth of that which it aymeth at, nor any time diſapointeth 
them that poſleſle it.R 9m.5.5.For faith doth ſupport it,& the 
truth and fidelitie of God himſelfe is the foundation of it. 
Secondly, that which is long delayed, and much waited 
for is the more welcome, and acceptable when it is perfor- 
med : {o ſayth the holy Ghoſt. The hope that us deferred, ts the 
fainting of the hart:but whenthe deſireſcommeth it ts 4 tree of life, 
The vertue of it curcth al the former faintings,& the dehight- 
full taſt doth ſwallow vp all the ſorrowes. If ſaacke had becne 
borne to Abraham,or [acob to 1/aacke the firſt yeere after they 
were married, their ioy would haue beene but ordinarie,wher- 
as the long barrenneſle made their birthes exceeding comfor- 
table to them, as the benefits were memorable to poſteritie, 
Thirdly, the delay doth draw out manie prayers to God, 
and maketh way to attention at the miniſterie of the word, it 
helpeth meditation,it leadeth to faithfull comforters, it fur the- 
reth good conferences,it procureth al good exerciſes, & all theſe 
good exerciſes procure a proportionable meaſure of comfort. 
Fourthly, it giueth men experience of their faith, and pa- 
tience, and conſtancie,which all declare,and teſtifie the ſound- 
neſle and finceritie of the heart, which is the roote of ſound 
and holy comfort. 
Fiftly, the longer it is before the Lord doth performe his 


promiſes, 


'Pronerbs. Chap.to. Ver, 23, "= 

ifes,the larger his mercies are when hee doth beſtow his 
Liefvings,whe he prolongeth his ſeediog,he prouideth aplen- 
tifull harveſt : when he doth not preſcntlie giue the reward, he 
taketh time to tell out much,that his gifts may be the vreater. 
Incouragement to patience 1n all diſtreſles,let vs tairic the 
Lords leaſure,and waite ypon him,and he hath by word & wri- 
ting,by feale,& oath vndertaken to deliuer vs out of them. Our 


ſamour _—_ that 1n the greateſt troubles, when they ſhuld: 


be moſt violently,& treacherouſly,& vnnaturaliic perſecuted, 
not onely'of torraine aduerſaries but of their domeſtical famili- 
ars,ot their fricnds,of theis kinſinen, of their brethren,of their 
owne parents z vet not one haire of their heads ſhould periſh, 
Their haires and heads might be cut off,and life might be ta- 
ken away,but nor loſt, they ſhould not bee vainely beſtowed, 


withour good cffe&t in a holy cauſe. Onely he admoniſheth vs Lyuke.21,18.195 


to poſle(Ie our ſelues with patience. It we keepe all ſound with- 
in,cuery thing ſha!l beſafe both within and without. And then 
we begin to loſe our aduantage when we leauc the pofleſsion 
of our ſelues,and the power ot our foules through diftempers. 

Reproofe of them that make moxe haſt than good fpeede to 
ſhake off their crolles, by corrupt courſes, T hey deprive the 
Lord of that honor which they ſhould yeeld to himgin waiting 
for his help, and themſclues ot that comfort which hee would 
haueycelded to them together with his help. Their joy wall 
wither as corne that is cut downe before it be ripe,and become 
abo; tive as aſtil-borne childe, whereof the mother miſcaricth. 


Ver, 


But the hope, cc. Vngodiy men beguile themſelues with a Dog. z. 


deceitfull expeRation of happines. For the ſame point is ſhort- WI men leckes 
ing to be hape 

py deceiue 

themſclues, 


ly after repetcd againe in the next Chapter,ver.7. When a wic- 
hed man p hs hope periſheth, When good men enter vpon 
polleſsion of their happie eſtate, the terme ot ſinneis is out,and 
their leaſe determined, and growne out ot date. 

Firſt,the Lord knoweth their purpoles,defires, and expeRta- 
tions,and will duely defeat them of the ſame. P/al.1.6. 
Secondly,their hope ariſeth not tr faith, nor is grounded on the 
promiſes of the word, but on fence, & light of preſet proſperny. 

\ FT hurdly,thcy hope for things which are altogether umpoſsi- 
Q.ij. ble 


Reaſons, 1 
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ble to come to paſle. As fuſt,to fee the eyerkion and overthrow 
of Godspeople. P/al. 112.10, Aica.4l 112. Secondly, that 
God ſhould faile of his iuſtice & truth in executing his threat. 
nings denounced againſt them. Dex#.29.20, Thirdly, to take 
their fall of finfull pation heere, and to cnioy allo telicitic 
and happineſlein the hfe to come. Lyke 16.21, 
Contutation.& terrours tor them that live ignorantly,S& im- 
piouſlie;& yet truſt todie bleſledly,& obtaine everlaſting life: 
They hauc no other cuidence for {afctie from damnation, ut 
their opinion that they haue a ftrong faith, & whatſoever the 
preachers fay,they regard it not,they truſt that god wil be more 
mercifull then ſo, they hope to be ſaued as well as the belt of 
them all. For ſo their compariſons run:ordinarie Chriltans arz 
too baſe for them to. compare with, they mult equalize theme 
ſchues with the chiefe and principall, 
The way of the Lord u« ſtrength to the vpright man: but 
Verle.29, feare ſhall bee to the workers of intquitie. 
the way of the Lord,is meant his whole adminiſtration, 
both of his word,whereby he maketh his will knowne, and of 
his ſpirit whereby he giueth grace,& of his prouidence,wher- 
by he protcReth his ſeruants, and performeth all good things 
vnto them.By eucric one of theſe meanes,doeth he cltabliſh & 
confirme both the hearts & ſtates of ſuch as be faithfull,But as 
for the wicked, howſocuer he ſuffer them for a time to proceed 
in their vngodly waics without anie great croſles,yet at laſt he 
executeth ſuch 1udgements vpon them,as the verie ſight ther- 
of cauſeth them to quake and tremble. Thus (tandeth the op- 
poſition. T he way of the Lord is ſtrength to the vpright, tor 
preſeruation,and therefore it worketh boldneſle: but it weak- 
neth the wicked for deſtruion,and therfore it bringeth feare. 
The way of the Lord,&c,T hey that are moſt godly, are 1n 
Dot, tz. beſt ſafetie.The point hath bene handled in the firlt verſe of 
the former chapter,concerning wiſdomes ſeauen pillers. 
| iD 1 are But feare,&c,T hey that be molt bold &ventrous to ſinne, 
l mar foe xeer ſhall be moſt frighted withthe puniſhments of it. In the 1 4-P/. 
| eofinare moſt the Prophet deſcribing the conceits,converſation,8c condition 


eexrificdatthe of irrehgious miſcreants,doth bring them in at the fiſt,Gaying 
tha 
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that there 1s no God, and therefare they corrupt and dos abhomina- ſight of the 


ble workes : but afterwards declaring the event, hee ſheweth Pvuhmene, 


that there they are taken with feare, and as the words are, they 
feared mith feare, intimating the greatneſle of their dread and 
terrour, P/al.14.;. An example whereof we haue ſet downe 
before; namely, the foole-hardineſle, and cowardlineſle that 
was found in Bel//hazzer. Dan.s . 

Firſt, the great guiltineſle that is in their conſciences doth 
dilmay their harts,and daunt their courages, 

Secondly,the Lord doth ſhew himiſclfe terrible in his iudges» 
ments,and they finde and feele that they are not able to ſtand 
beforehim. [/2.3 3.14. Apoc.6.16.17. 

Thirdly, their fooliſh flattery whereby they haue illuded 
themſclues, hath brought this miſery vpon them, For they pre- 
ſumed of peace & ſafety,and ſo their deſtrution commeth ſo- 
dainely withoutrefiſtance. 1,7heſ.;.3. Ando it is ſaid in ano« 
other place : They ſhall bee taken with feare, where no feare was, 
that is, where was no ſuſpition of feare, or likdihood of dan- 
ger. P/al. (3.5. 

Inftrution, to preuent fin by fearing the 1udgements that 
will enfue vpon it, /ob.3 1.3, Secondly, to preuent the puniſh- 
ments, after that wee haue finned, by a bs voluntary feare 
and humiliation. 2.{0r,7.1 1. Thirdly, to confirme our ſelues 
in both theſe, by fearing and trembling at the word of the Lord. 
Iſas.6642. Habac.3.16, 


The righteo:u ſhall newer be remoned,but the wicked ſpall 


not dwell m the earth. 


The righteous ſhall nener be remoned. They ſhall never bere- 
moued from Gods fauour : they ſhall never be removed from 
the conſtant graces of the {pirit in their ſoules:or hurtfully,n 
the way of a curſe, from an outward goodeſtate,nor vnſcaforas 
bly be cut off from the earth. Now becauſe ſome of theſe 1dge- 
ments doe ſeeme ſometimes to fall ypon ſome righteous per- 
ſons,who for a ſeaſon be eclipſed of grace, and ſeparated from 
the fruition and comfortable fight of Gods kindeneſle,and fa; 
uour towards them,& their eſtate in appearance is wholy rui- 

: Q.iij. nated 
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nated and ouverthrowne,therefore the word doth well beareit, 
agreeably to the meaning of the holy Ghoſt, to ſay, that ze 
reghteous hall not be remoued for ener. Though they leeme tobe 
Caſt downe for a time, yet they ſhall be reſtored againe atter- 
wards, The contrary is heere affirmed concerning the caſe of 
the wicked, who ſhall certainly fall vnleſle they repent : they 


ſhall not continve in that eſtate wherein they are molt groun« 


ded,and haue greateſt eſtabliſhment, they are ſo far from inioy- 
ng cternall lite in heaven, as that the vengeance of God wall 
not permit them long to keepe their owne breath, or to hold 
the outward poſleſs1ons of the carth. The oppoſition theretore 
in effe& is this : The righteous ſhall newer be remened, but haue: 
an habiration for ever in heauen : but the wicked thalbe remo- 
ued,and not ſuffered ſo much as to divell in thecarth,the ſence: 
15 the ſame with, verſe.2 x. 


The month of the righteous will be fruitfull im wiſedeme, 
but the tongue of the vnrighteors ſhall be cut ont, 


This verſe agrecth altogether in ſubſtance of matter with 
the eleaventh : onely the compariſon 1s altered : for there the 
tongue of a good man for the conſtant ſtore of holy ſpeeches, 
was reſembled to a plentitullfountaine,and hecre to a fruntull 
tree,or fertile field : & there the wicked for lewd ſpeeches was 
threatned to have his mouth {topped, and heere to have his 
tongue cut out,that is,the judgements of god vpon him for his 
vngracious and cu: ſed ſpeakings ſhall ſtrike him as nute and 
dumbe,as if the tongue were cut out of his heed, 


T he bps of the righteors know what is acc-ptable, but the 
mouth of the wicked fpeaketh froward things, 


The meaning of theſc words is,that a righteous man knows 
eth & regardcth what 1s beſt pleaſing to God for him: to ſpeak, 
and what is molt gratefull to good men to heare,& what dceth 
deferue acc eptation at any mans hand for faithfulnes & truth, 
and therefore he will vſe his ps to vtcer it:bur the wicked nei- 
ther knoweth nor regardeth theſe things, and therefore he vo+ 


miteth out onely perucle ſpeeches, ſuch as tend to rebellion 
againlt 


Prouerbs. Chap. 10. Ver.32, 119 
azainſt God, the damnifying of men, and the annoyance and 
hurt of his owne ſelfe. 


The /ips.It is a point of godly wiſdome for a man ſo toſpeak Do, 


as his words may be accepted for his beſt aduantage. T his a 
peareth by manifold examples of holy men in the Scriptures 
of God, when the Ephraimites were imbittered againſt Gede- 


bating their ſpirits with a mild and modeſt anſwere?/#dg.8.2, 
When Dai was in a great rage,comming with a purpoſe to 
deſtroy Nabal & his wholefamilic: how readily was Abigails 
mind in{trued with vnderſtanding, and her lips provided of 
prudent ſpeeches,wherby ſhe preſently pacific his diſpleaſure? 
1,.S4a#3.2 5.23.2 4, T his Skill alſo had Dama himſelf to win the 
harts of his people, & to hold theni faſt vnto him by the wiſ- 
dome of his words : yea by the force and efhcacie thereof he 
made the heart of bloudy Sax! his cruell and implacable ene- 
mie for a time to relent. \What ſhall we ſay of Pa/zwho knew 
what words would draw his mortal foes to turne after a fort to 
be his friends, his perſecuters to preſerue him; the Pricſts and 


Phariſes to ſtand for the defence oftIapoſtle of Chriſt 2 


Firſt,the word and ſpirit of God doth informe his feruants Reaſons; 


in this knowledge, and give them diſcreation to apply them- 
{clues to the ſtate of the perſons and ſcaſon. //a. 50.4. 

Secondly,the vic & exerciſe of _ & religious ſpeeches 
doth bring a dexteritic to iudge what is molt mecte to be ſpo- 
ken, and to deliver the ſame inthe apteſt manner : and fo (as 
trained ſouldiers) they are ina continuall readinefle,vpon due 

occaſion,to deale'with God and all ſorts of people. Co/.4.6. 
Confutation of all Popiſh praiers which are offred without 
any aſſurance of acceptance,and —_— ir conuinceth all 
Popilh perſons to be vnrighteous men, becaule they know not 
what is acceptable : for ſo much they plainelie declare, when 
they pronounce they know not what, in a ſtrange language, 
when they call vpon the dead which hear them not at all: when 
they intertaine ftrange aduocates to vſurp Chriſt his office : 
when they aske things needleſle,as the ſalvation of ſuch as are 
aQtually and abſolutely faued : when they aske things which 
are 


He ſpeakes 
wiſely whoſe 
words make 


on,and chide with him ſharply,how eaſily did he {till them, a= — 
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: {are boteleſſe, as the deliver; 
damned.,And their beſt apologic 's.thiwy 
doe no they will doe no ht 3 pro. 
felsion that they are vncettaine wherhar MÞrayctÞBee like 
to pleaſe God,or otherVviſcbe vaineliihſw. © 4 | 
eprofe,with terrour for them wHSlt trovthes fpeake fix 
ward things, which may know that their words are gratefil}t 
40 none but the divell, and danmable men,who wittnyly avid 
willingly, and ſptcfully with-greedy defire,doe belch out fiich 
bitter blaſphemnes, and other curfed fpeeches, as may offend, 
he maieſtie of God,and grieue the hearts ot his children:which 
they doe of purpoſe to profeſle that they are netther ſervants 
to the one, nor members of the other, bur yowed enemies of 
bothebut doe they prouogke the Lord to wrath,and not then 


felues tothe confuſtonof their owne faces ? doe they aflaut the: 


glorious name of god, & ſtrike at him with their viculent & ve. 
Nemous tongues,and ſhall not he fet ypon them, and deſtroy 
'their ſoulcs and bodies with his grieuous-plagues and fearefull 
4udgements?Euen this is a principal cauſe, together with whor. 
dome,and other finnes of death, that caſteth ſo many into the 
magiſtrates hand, and brmgerh-them to an ignominious end, 
for {tealth, and robberies, tor murthers, and moſt helliſh and 
abhommable treafons, 

Conſolation tothemthat order their lips aright,they ſhote 
"not at an vncertaine marke : they may as well know how th 

ſhall ſpcede,as how they ſpeake,thongh their counſels 

or rebnkes be not ſometimes well taken of men, 
yetatall times they are pleaſing to the Lord, 
who will alſo requite them with a glo- 

rious and bleſſed reward. 
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